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Topline Summary of Findings

Executive Summary

CEN in partnership with Cygnal conducted a national survey of 1,500 likely general election voters
that reveals a clear and urgent mandate: Americans are feeling real pain from rising energy costs,
and they want action. More than four in five respondents (82%) say they are concerned about the
affordability of their electricity bills, and nearly three in four (72%) report their electricity bill has gone
up over the past two years. Against this backdrop, voters across party lines express strong support
for modernizing the electricity grid particularly when reforms are tied to lower long-term bills, greater
reliability, and reduced dependence on foreign energy sources.

Support for grid investment is durable even after tradeoffs are explained: 78% back transmission
infrastructure upgrades if they mean lower bills in the long run. Three-quarters of respondents agree
that Congress should pass legislation to speed up permitting, expand domestic production, and
modernize the grid. And nearly two-thirds say a candidate’s support for grid modernization would
make them more likely to vote for that candidate.

Section 1: Economic Context & Cost-of-Living Pressure

Voters are under significant financial strain. A majority (54%) say their household’s financial
situation has gotten worse over the past year with 37% saying it has “definitely” gotten worse. Only
17% report improvement. The political environment reflects this anxiety: 61% say the country is on
the wrong track, compared to just 34% who say it is heading in the right direction.

When asked which cost-of-living pressures concern them most, grocery and food prices led at 54%,
followed closely by fuel and transportation costs at 45%. Energy costs rank as a top-two concern for
the majority of Americans surveyed.

Country on wrong track 60.6%
Household finances gotten worse (past year) 53.7%
Concerned about electricity bill affordability (Q6) 82.2%
Electricity bill gone up in past two years (Q7) 72.3%

Grocery/food prices among top two concerns (Q5) 54.4%



Fuel/transportation among top two concerns (Q5) 45.2%

Section 2: Energy Priorities & Grid Awareness

Voters’ top energy policy priorities reflect their pocketbook concerns. Keeping electricity costs
affordable for families was the top priority for 62% of respondents, followed by ensuring grid
reliability and blackout-proofing at 33%. Energy affordability is not an abstract policy question, itis a
kitchen-table issue.

Awareness of the grid aging is high: 92% say it is important to modernize and upgrade the U.S.
electricity grid. About 81% of the electorate believe the current grid is incapable of reliably meeting
growing electricity demand from Al data centers, manufacturing reshoring, and electrification and
say significant upgrades are needed.

Keeping electricity costs affordable (top energy priority, Q9) 62.3%
Grid reliability/blackout-proof (top energy priority, Q9) 33.2%
Grid modernization is important (Q12) 92.4%
Grid needs significant upgrades to meet demand (Q16) 53.3%

Section 3: Grid Investment Attitudes & Tradeoffs

While voters broadly support grid investment, they arrive with genuine skepticism about whether it
will actually lower their bills. Roughly half (50%) believe grid upgrades will ultimately raise costs for
consumers, while only a third (33%) believe upgrades would reduce bills over time. This skepticism
underscores the importance of clear, benefit-focused messaging when communicating about
transmission investment.

Despite this skepticism, when voters are told that grid upgrades would lead to lower bills in the long
run and greater reliability — even at a small short-term cost — support rises substantially.

Seventy-eight percent (78%) support grid investment under that framing (Q15). Initial uninformed
support for grid investment was 72% (Q27), and remained at 71% even after respondents received
additional information (Q31).

On the question of energy strategy, voters show a preference for comprehensive approaches: 35%
favor an all-of-the-above strategy combining generation and transmission investment, while 30%
prefer prioritizing grid investment now to bring bills down long-term. Only 28% prioritize domestic
generation production alone as the key to lower bills.

Support grid investment (long-term savings framing, Q15) 78.2%
Support grid investment (initial uninformed, Q27) 72.4%
Support grid investment (after information, Q31) 70.8%



Grid upgrades will raise consumer costs (Q10) 49.8%

Grid upgrades will lower bills over time (Q10) 33.4%
Prefer all-of-the-above energy strategy (Q14) 35.2%
Prioritize grid investment to lower bills (Q14) 30.4%
Prioritize reliability over short-term bill savings (Q33) 54.8%

Section 4: Messages That Move Voters

Three key messages were tested for their ability to increase support for grid investment. All
performed strongly, each moving roughly two-thirds of respondents toward support:

+ Affordability: Modernizing the grid lowers electricity bills by moving power more efficiently —
68.6% said this made them more likely to support grid upgrades.

* Manufacturing & Jobs: Modernizing the grid powers American manufacturing and keeps the
economy competitive — 63.2% said this increased their support.

* Energy Security: A more modern grid builds a more reliable and secure system, reducing
foreign interference — 62.9% said this increased their support.

Additionally, 71.6% of respondents agreed with a comprehensive framing that described an
all-of-the-above energy policy using every available energy source, modernizing the grid to move
power efficiently, and letting competition drive down costs for families and businesses.

Section 5: Permitting Reform, Competition & Technology

Voters signal a strong appetite for market-based and efficiency-focused solutions to grid
modernization. Streamlining federal permitting for transmission infrastructure earned 73% support
when paired with language protecting landowner rights. Nearly half (50%) support streamlining
permitting for new energy generation including nuclear, natural gas, solar, and wind, as long as
environmental and safety standards are maintained.

Comparing to last year’s polls conducted across PJM and MISO - 65% (from the PJM survey) and
63% (MISO survey) — voters again supported allowing private companies, not just utilities, to build
power lines if it leads to lower costs.

Grid-enhancing technologies (GETs) — software and hardware that increase the capacity of existing
lines without building new ones — are largely unknown to the public (57% had never heard of them),
but earn overwhelming support once explained. After learning that GETs can be deployed in months
at a fraction of the cost of new construction, 77% said it is important for policymakers to require
transmission owners to consider these technologies before approving expensive new line
construction.

Support transmission permitting reform (w/ landowner rights, Q26) 72.7%

Support generation permitting streamlining (Q23 proxy) 74.5%



Never heard of grid-enhancing technologies (Q24) 56.9%
GETs should be required before new construction (Q25) 77.3%

Support Al/industrial energy permitting requirements (Q19) 83.5%

Section 6: Energy Security & Supply Chain Concerns

Voters connect grid modernization to broader national security concerns. Fifty-one (51%) percent
believe a more modern, interconnected domestic grid would make American families more
protected from energy price spikes caused by foreign conflicts or supply disruptions (Q20).
Meanwhile, 66% express concern, either “serious” (32%) or “moderate” (34%), about U.S.
dependence on foreign-sourced critical minerals needed for transmission lines, transformers, and
energy storage.

On energy mix, voters show a pragmatic all-of-the-above sensibility: 35% prefer using every
available energy source to keep costs low and lights on, 24% prioritize solar and wind, and 21%
want to expand nuclear power.

Modern grid would make families more protected from foreign price 50.6%
shocks (Q20)

Concerned about foreign critical mineral dependence (Q21) 66.5%
All-of-the-above energy mix preference (Q22) 35.1%
Expand solar and wind (Q22) 23.7%
Expand nuclear power (Q22) 20.5%

Section 7: Electoral Salience

Energy affordability is a voting issue. Nearly 80% of respondents (79.5%) say a candidate’s position
on energy affordability and electricity costs is important to their vote in federal elections (Q34); and
64% say they would be more likely to support a congressional candidate who publicly backs
modernizing the grid and expanding domestic energy production to lower long-term costs (Q35).

The urgency is high: when asked how strongly they would want their representative to support
legislation that speeds up permitting, expands production, and modernizes the grid, with the
potential to lower costs within 10 years, 75.6% said “somewhat,” “very,” or “extremely” strongly
(Q36). Nearly one in four (24%) said “extremely strongly.”

Energy affordability is important to their vote (Q34) 79.5%
More likely to support pro-grid modernization candidate (Q35) 63.8%
Want representative to strongly support grid/permitting legislation 75.6%
(Q36)

Extremely strongly want representative support (Q36) 20.9%



Very strongly want representative support (Q36) 23.0%

Section 8: Regional Context — PJM & MISO Surveys from 2025

These national findings align closely with two prior regional surveys conducted by CEN and Cygnal
for the PJM and MISO grid regions (Pennsylvania/Ohio and Arkansas/Missouri/Mississippi
respectively). Across all three surveys, the same core themes emerge:

» Bipartisan support for grid investment when paired with reliability and affordability benefits:
81% (PJM), 75% (MISO), and 78% (national).

+ Willingness to accept short-term rate increases for long-term savings: 57% (PJM), 59%
(MISO).

* Health, safety, and landowner rights are the primary concerns with transmission project
development in all regions.

» Strong preference for state-level and landowner decision-making authority over federal
control.

» High support for competitive private transmission development and streamlined permitting.

Conclusion

The data tell a consistent story across national and regional samples: Americans are feeling
genuine pain from rising energy costs, they understand the grid is aging, and they are ready to
support bold action, if that action is credibly tied to lower bills in the long-term, greater reliability, and
American energy independence.

The winning message framework combines three elements: (1) affordability: grid upgrades will
lower bills over time; (2) security: a stronger domestic grid reduces foreign energy vulnerability; and
(3) competition and efficiency: private development and streamlined permitting can deliver results
faster and cheaper. When candidates and policymakers lead with these themes, they are speaking
directly to the concerns of a large, cross-partisan majority of American voters.



