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Insights & Analysis

¶ Broad Support for Grid Modernization:

¶75% support making investments in Americaôs electricity grid, including strong majorities of 
Republicans (82%) and Democrats (71%).

¶66% recognize the grid is aging and requires modernization or say they trust the 
experts ïonly 4% say it doesnôt need any major upgrades.

¶ Independents are 5 points less likely than Republicans to say the grid is aging and 
needs significant expansion. Democrats are the most likely partisan group to say 
theyôd trust the experts.

¶73% agree upgrades are vital for national security and protecting against cyberattacks.

¶GOP voters are 16 points more likely than Democrats to agree; +12 over 
independents.

¶65% support building more transmission lines to connect clean energy and strengthen 
reliability.

¶ Independents are 4 points less supportive than either Republicans or Democrats.

¶80% of voters support grid investments after exposure to positive messaging , with 
voters shifting 5 net points in support of grid expansion.

¶Geography played a key role in message effectiveness.

¶Voters in Mississippi start out as the most supportive of grid investments (+3 over 
topline), so they moved a lot less after messaging. In other words, they were at their 
ceiling of support pre-messaging.

¶Voters in Arkansas and Missouri , however, shifted +7 net points +5 net points, 
respectively, more supportive of investments after messaging,
bringing them more in-line with MS voters.



Insights & Analysis

¶Women of all stripes (+8 net) and college -educated men (+7 net) represent the best 
persuasion targets in Missouri .

¶In Arkansas, itôs men under 55 (+16 net) and college -educated men (+29 net) who 
move the most in favor of support after messaging.

¶ In Mississippi, the positive movement is constrained almost entirely to college-educated 
women ïnon-college women shift net 15 points in opposition; men (-3 net).

¶ None of the messages stood out as particularly effective with the electorate as a 
whole, again largely because these voters are at their high -water marks already , but the 
table below details how to tailor message delivery based on partisanship, gender, and 
geography:

Audience  Message  
F <55 Positive Impact for Americans 
F 55+ Lower Costs 
F Col Prevent Blackouts 

F No Col Prevent Blackouts 
M <55 Prevent Blackouts 
M Col Prevent Blackouts 

Republican American Energy 
Independent Prevent Blackouts 

St. Louis Lower Costs 
North MO Positive Impacts for 

Americans/American Energy 
Little Rock/Ft. Smith Lower Costs 
South MO/North AR Prevent Blackouts/Lower Costs 

Mississippi Positive Impact for Americans 

 



Insights & Analysis

¶ Affordability Dominates Priorities:

¶Top priorities: keeping electricity affordable (68%) and ensuring a blackout-proof grid (39%).

¶89% are concerned about the cost of utility bills and rising energy costs.

¶Reliability is a concern for nearly two-thirds of voters, but itôs a much softer concern than 
affordability: 28% very concerned about reliability vs. 61% very concerned about cost .

¶59% of voters say theyôd be willing to pay more in the short term for lower costs down the 
line. Republicans are the most supportive with 64% saying yes (+4 over Independents, +7 over 
Democrats).

¶ Permitting & Competition:

¶63% favor allowing private companies to compete in building power lines.

¶Thereôs a significant partisan divide here with Republicans (+66 net) much more likely 
to say ñyesò than Democrats (+19 net).

¶Thereôs a gender gap too: men are 15 points more likely to believe private companies 
should be allowed to compete than women, who are twice as undecided as men.

¶ Half of voters support streamlining regulations to speed up permitting .

¶The same partisan/gender divides are present here, although independents in Missouri, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas are more less favorable on competition (+27 net) than those in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio were (+48 net).

¶ Local Project Dynamics:

¶59% would support local high -voltage lines in their area; only 25% strongly support.



Insights & Analysis

¶Mississippi voters are 5+ points more likely to say theyôd support the proposed 
lines than Missouri or Arkansas voters.

¶Republicans are 13 points more supportive than Democrats and 16 over 
Independents ïagain largely driven by a gender gap with women 13 points less likely 
than men to support local high voltage lines.

¶The top concern across nearly every key demographic was health or safety risks
associated with living near energy infrastructure (+21 over next highest).

¶Voters in Mississippi voters over -index the topline by 11 points in saying health 
or safety risks are their biggest concern. Women +19 over men.

¶Lowering electric bills (39%) was the top reason across nearly every major demographic to 
support building a new power line or upgrading the grid, only older men (36%) and college-
educated men (35%) are more likely to say improving reliability.

¶Voters are split on whether their community would see direct (29%) or indirect (29%) 
benefits from transmission upgrade projects in their community, but 58% acknowledge at 
least some benefit .

¶Women (42%) are more than twice as unsure about how their community would 
benefit than men (20%).

¶ Government Roles and Responsibilities:

¶ Nearly two-thirds of voters believe the government should pay for building major 
power lines that benefit several states. 



Insights & Analysis

¶Unlike in Pennsylvania and Ohio, thereôs a stark divide in Arkansas, Missouri, and 
Mississippi with these voters 12 points more likely to say the state should pay.

¶ Only 11% believe the federal government should have the primary say in approving 
new transmission lines, with the majority (51%) saying it should be a local decision (9 
points higher than in Pennsylvania and Ohio).

¶Even just 16% of Democrats said the federal government .

¶The local control sentiment is 6 points stronger in Arkansas than it is in Missouri; 
+3 over Mississippi.

¶ Voters believe the landowner should be able to refuse the construction of transmission 
lines on their property by a 13-point margin. 

¶Men over 55 (51%) drive most of the belief that fair compensation would be
satisfactory .

¶ Voters are split on whether landowners , local officials, or state officials should choose 
how their electricity is produced, suggesting they view it as more of a partnership 
between the three.

¶ Advanced segmentation analysis identified three groups via machine learning: Unsure on 
Expansion (13%), Democrat Expansion Supporters (19%), and GOP Expansion 
Supporters (40%).

¶The Unsure on Expansion segment skews heavily female (81%) and are the most 
concentrated in Mississippi . They are the lowest income group with 41% earning 
under $50,000 annually. They are the most likely to rent their home. These are low -
info voters, but they are also frequent voters. They are the most likely group to trust 
their friends and family for political news , so theyôre harder to reach, 
but theyôre also the most likely to be on Facebook and YouTube .



Vote Method

How do you plan to vote in the 2026 general election for U.S. Congress and Governor?



Generic Ballot

If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the Republican or Democratic 
candidate for U.S. Congress?



Energy Cost

How concerned are you about the affordability of your utility bills and rising energy costs? 



Top Energy Priorities

Which energy policy goals are most important to you? Select up to two options. 



Initial Grid Expansion

Thinking about the ñelectricity transmission gridò, the network of large, tall, steel towers and high-voltage power 
lines that carry electricity across the state and region é Do you support or oppose making investments in Americaôs 
ñelectricity transmission gridò to improve reliability, reduce costs, unlock economic growth in communities, and meet 
future power needs?



Grid Upgrade Opinion

Which of the following comes closest to your view of our electricity transmission grid?



Grid Reliability

How concerned are you about the reliability of the electricity transmission grid ï for example, the risk of blackouts 
or power outages in your area?



National Grid Upgrade

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Upgrading our electricity transmission grid is important for 
national security ï it protects us from foreign cyber-attacks and blackouts.



Messages

Positive Impacts for Americans : Upgrading the grid is worth it if it creates good-paying jobs for American 
workers, boosts economic development in communities, and uses American-made materials ï even if it costs a 
little more ï because it keeps our country strong.

American Energy : Upgrading our electricity transmission grid will allow us to produce more energy here in our 
own state, reducing dependence on foreign countries. It is a key step toward future energy independence.

Lower Costs : A modern electricity transmission grid helps open the door for more competition and innovation 
in energy, giving consumers more options with lower prices and better service.

Prevent Blackouts : A stronger, smarter electricity transmission grid protects us from blackouts, cyberattacks, 
and natural disasters ï keeping the lights on when it matters most.



Messages



Messages Heatmaps



How to Read a Cygnal Message Map (Example)

Net Impact (Y Axis)

The vertical position of each 

messages indicates the NET 

impact ïor popularityïof 

each message. Messages 

with highest position have 

the broadest appeal . The 

closer a message is to the 

bottom of Net Impact, the 

more drag it has meaning it 

can cut against you.

Effectiveness (X Axis)

The horizontal position of each 

messages indicates the 

messageôs persuasion powerï

the most important function. 

Messages positioned furthest

to the right are the most 

effective in changing a voter's 

opinion. Pay attention to the 

effectiveness scale at the 

bottom and how messages 

compare graph-to-graph; 

standard range is 0 to 2.

Believability (Bubble Size)

The size of each messages 

bubble reflects the intensity of 

responses (called believability). 

Larger bubbles reflect a high 

concentration of respondents 

choosing much more/less likely. 

This is a comparative tool for 

impact but third in importance of 

the overall graph.

Message 6 is the best 

option as it is the most 

effective AND has the 

highest NET impact.

Messages 1 & 3 have high NET 

impacts but are not as effective as 

Message 6 in persuading voters.

Messages 2 & 7 should be avoided as 

they have a low NET impact and are 

not effective in persuading voters.
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Overall
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Republicans
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Independents
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Democrats
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: M <55
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: M 55+
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: F <55
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: F 55+
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: F College
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: F No College
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: M College
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: M No College
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: St. Louis
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: North MO
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Little Rock/ Ft.Smith
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: South MO/North AR
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: MS
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map:

Initial Undecideds on Grid Expansion
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Extremely Conservative
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Very Conservative
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Somewhat Conservative
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Moderate
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Liberal
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Rural
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Suburban
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Pro-Grid Expansion Message Map: Urban



Informed Grid Expansion

Do you support or oppose making investments in Americaôs ñelectricity transmission gridò to improve reliability, 
reduce costs, unlock economic growth in communities, and meet future power needs?



Percent Change: Initial to Informed Grid Expansion
Initial Informed

Support +5 from Initial



Local Project

If a new high-voltage (long-distance and high powered) electricity line was proposed in your area, would you 
generally support or oppose it?



New Power Line Support

What would be the most important reason for you to support building a new power line or upgrading the electricity 
transmission grid?



Project Concerns

What would be your biggest concern about living near energy infrastructure like a transmission line, wind farm, 
natural gas facility, or solar array?


